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less appropriation of the lifeline of the local people in the name of development.

Keywords: water appropriation, rural industry, water right

Moral Tradition, Social Status Compensation and Cultural Remittances: A Case Study of Chinese Em-

igrants from Kan Town, Guangdong Province 153
Chen Jie & Li Xiangyi

Abstract: Based on the case study of the overseas emigrants from Kan Town of Guangdong Province, this article
employs the concept of “moral economy” proposed by Scott to explain the relations between moral tradition, the
motive of social status compensation for emigrants, and cultural remittances. The long-standing interactions be-
tween emigrants and their hometown gradually evolve a moral norm of conduct based on Chinese gentry tradi-
tion. We further discuss the moral relationship between remittances and compensation and the risk of fracture it
might face. We conclude that such transnational practices based on traditional morality not only allow the emi-
grants to be compensated for their social status, but also make up for deficiency of the public goods and welfare
of the villages due to the inefficiency of the local government and facilitate the achievement of the collective so-

cial goals in the hometown of the overseas emigrants.

Keyword: Moral tradition, social status compensation, cultural remittances, transnational practice, hometown

of overseas emigrants
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Social Change in the Jungle: Reconstruction of Citizen Identity in Contemporary Thailand 181
Gong Haoqun

Abstract: This article tries to describe and explain the social change taking place in the jungle in contemporary
Thailand on the following three accounts. First, the Buddhist thoughts and meditation practices of the Bhikkhus
in the jungle inspired by Buddhadasa Bhikkhu as the representative of the Buddhist reform is the important basis
for the intellectual community of the country to reconstruct the citizen-culture identity. Second, among the stu-
dent activists who joined the Thai Communist Party in the borderland jungle after the October Massacre in 1976,
some have sought to reconstruct citizen’s political rights. Third, the much covered social campaign for Commu-

nity Forest Bill since 1990s has shown how the natural connection between people and land has been reframed as



