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Screening of Documentary Film and Seminar 
The US’ Pivot Towards Asia and the Genocide of Eelam Tamils 
No Fire Zone tells the story of the final months of the 26-year long civil war between the Sri Lankan State and the Tamil people. The story is told by the people who lived through the war, through dramatic and disturbing video footage recorded by both the victims and the perpetrators. The film is the product of a three-year investigation. It is credited with playing a key role in convincing the UN Human Rights Council in March 2014 to launch a major international war crimes investigation into the events in the closing stages of the war. The UN report estimated that the death toll of Tamil civilians during this period could reach 70,000 or even more. The People’s Tribunal on Sri Lanka held in Germany in 2013 found the Sri Lankan state guilty of genocide and the UK and USA governments guilty of aiding the Sri Lankan state. The Sri Lankan security forces were trained by Okinawa-based US troops in 2007. In the same year Sri Lanka and the USA entered into a military agreement. The massacre of Tamils to reestablish the unitary state in the island of Sri Lanka was the beginning of the USA’s pivot towards Asia. Currently Sri Lanka-USA joint military training sessions continue on a regular basis while, the Sri Lankan state with its security forces is engaged in large scale structural changes in the north and east of the island through Sinhala settlements, militarisation and acquisition of agricultural, fisheries, commercial and other resources of the Tamil people. On the northern peninsula alone the force density is 200 soldiers per 1000 civilians. This exceeds the force density in Chechnya, Kashmir and Iraq (during the early stage of occupation). Of the 18,000 square kilometres of the entire region nearly 8,000 have been fully acquired by the Sri Lankan security forces. The jointly sponosored US-Sri Lanka UNHRC resolution in 2015 has manadated the Sri Lankan state to conduct a joint investigation into the last phase of the war!!!!!
Speakers:
Professor Francois Houtart

(Professor in Instituto de Altos Estudios Nacionales, Quito, Ecuador and Chairperson of Peoples’ Tribunal on Sri Lanka)

Dr Jude Lal Fernando

(Director of the Centre for Post-Conflict Justice, Trinity College Dublin and Coordinator of the Peoples’ Tribunal on Sri Lanka and)
