A Short Story of the Long Journey
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From Minamata to Bangkok,
South Asia ,Colombo, Kathmandu, and the Global Community
People's Plan for the 215t Century




The People’s Plan for the 21st Century (PP21)

was inaugurated in 1989. In August that year, a
coalition of Japanese people's movements and
action groups hosted the First PP21 program
comprising of 19 international workshops,
conferences, and festivals, most of them held in
the midst of communities, where 360 activists
from Asia, Pacific and other continents met with
thousands of Japanese activists and adopted the

Minamata Declaration.










The slogan at the beginning of the
20th century was progress.
The cry at the end of the 20th century

is survival.
The call for the next century is hope.
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Voices of the Marginalized — Indigenous Peoples
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Y eeWhere the Mountains Are Not Only Mountains,

Where the Rivers Are Helatives™
Interview on Land with Parlicipants of the Indigenocus Paople's
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Workers
In Solidarity
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Why Minamata ?

The Ugliest Face of Industrialization of the Era !




BHOPAL DISASTER

DECEMBER 2 1984
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Road to Development ?
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PP21 Main Events in Minamata

Transborder Exchange

From Minamata
to Janakashaba




























Interviewing the victim of
Minamata Disease
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CARAVAN: A famous Pro-Democra
. Joined the Cultural Fe




"Janakashaba,"

a word in the Minamata dialect,
became familiar to all PP21
participants.
Janakashaba means
"a world standing not like this".



PP21

Alliance of Hope
THE MINAMATA DECLARATION

August 24, 1989, Minamata, Japan



THE MINAMATA DECLARATION

24 August 1989 — Minamata, Japan

poisaned its

Thethree disasters- Minamata, Bhopal and Chernohyl --can be taken as benchmarks of curtime. At Minamata the industry of & capitalist coutr
atfan roisoned p = afthe South. &t Chernobyl 3 socialist gove rnment spille d radistian ot averits land =nd p
eto repestthe longand mounting listof éco-catastrophes. These three tell the story: thers isno

all5 multinational corpe
hale woarld. There isno needhere
placeta hidz
af their of life. For

ith confiscation and explotation of their lands and resources, @nd destruction and disouption «
st alb kinds, They have beanmarginalized and subardinated by male relizions male scisnce and I.r... ladze and

citizens, At Bhapal,
and beyond its bordersto the w

Forthe indigenous peoples, disaster cams w
amen, developmenthas meant dise mpoive

male |'r1|-']-=---':I-;-|.-|'1-':nt.

aver tI|-=i| aun ' resaurcesand |ives Their strugele to sulbvive hasbecofie mare

|. ek, otanly farthe faw, Bevelapment and progresshave been

a1 have emerged a5 the gods of this development. BEevelopment hia
g centralization of power

|+I| n mt-rhll”tl- aC -|I||*'|t|--|| F|--’r|-.c|n dp
pmienthas meant increasing
5, democracy ha

beenaprajectto conguer nature |=|I:I1_| than to live in harmony with it De 2la
The more the word democracy hias beenused, the less has beenits practice. Forindigenous people and for ming ||'t|-=_._
miajority, Farthe poorinthe Third Werld democracy has meant the rule af the powerful aveéry s .1II -I|t-=
--'|tl1 haskbaenincraasing, Inthe |ast tio decades more wealth and ras .-lllt.-EE||EJ'- baen e um-.tr-lfr ay-the Third
adesare hkely to |t||-:g_ mare rapid azcumulation, concentration and centrallzation of power inthe
|| |'-|‘\| i et the terms of tade are amongthe mechanisms of Imperialist =eplaitation. TI||: |||.|I.J:1: vl gar
shnditions of indigenous people racial minorkizs, migrantoworkers, and the

with theterrible living cx
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Forthe poorof the Third Waorle
difficilt thair edistence has b

disastrous because they are base:
s meant the tyranny of the

rthand 5
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II'-|1'I.1 r--—L't| VrEnts ||‘-T|t'

and ugly developmenthasalso ©
d beyandthe wildest

LinEmiplayed
and more murdérauswars thah at any othertime in histary, The techniclogy of killing has advance:
dto be aur geeat protectar, has tarped outto bethe greatest killer killing notianly foréignersin wats
Eillimg = awr:citizens in unprecedented numbers

The 20th century has liraught us more
Imaginations of any previousera The state which was supp
bt alse

A dialect ber e familiar to all PEZE partickpants: lanakashaha means' s world standing not like this' s a3 beautitul ward. At

twie want Janakashabal Was sing At thisgathering we tallkz dabout our aspirstions for Janakashaba: Gur
of injastices. vicesand -'-'-|'|'1||:-t|-:-|'| which make us cry and gt time s malie usdespair

We clearly hearthe voicesof those cloze ’tl: inatare mlst fig I|+ not only to restore the sanckity of human life, butof sl [ifz. Wewer

irtea wwor ld divided ints ogtle groups i we want to sarvive colledtively, thenthese ¢ ivigians must I.e avercome. We have metin Minamata and faund in eac

the will to avercome the structures thet |l ids uz Here then s our assertiop: the 2Lst€ :tl|| st moth bthese forcesof degradad davelopmant, but by

the fapcesresi +|r.~ It -:l.l tI|-=|| |_.tI|-=| 2 ot otherwize This ispreciselywhat- s h 3|n,~: acted authbefore o vestaday by millions of peaple inthe AsizFacific

2 apda b vuen explosive poveer, Beceanthy we have withessed the rise of anew

ang; avieare jrithe iy 1|n_-.|1
| |||| 1| 'I'|‘t"| rallizs a g so NE "latiak l\.'l.-lI'Ih alahosilay
ohe It isnot amirage. It |:I.'-|:-|'|| |||1:I--: mijst

[ope lsnat an emEt,
e haee reslizad that we

Sy
i afhiEr

versmaintain thiemseliesby dividing the peapleand
s depriving us of ouj |i,;|.1"1'-:- dothisfor sursefves This
ill geadually developa naw "people “thattranscenids
lzscribe are actually "||'|b zrthis AsizPacific
sesofthe people to

-.-- i z_l"t cankery

cratization movement o H'I.-— Chinese peo)

& haveno (lhusions ahout the presentc --||-I|t|--|| ot the peoplesof the AsiaPacitic region. The ruling
encouraging hostilitt among them. The rulersnot only seek to rule us, ot alssto mak ol mutdaEl rela
wre mustirejectand overcome . Transhiorder |--_-I|t| cal action, supportand solidarty campaigng across bordersw
exigting divisions, especially betieen p [z bvingHnthe Nerth and South, Thisds nat apian: the
srld, What we assertisthat these transhorder achions are not merely this pro

region and all everthis wiorld -
together, they amount to the peaple collectively making their

dema:
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PP21 Thailand 1992

Participatory Democracy
at International, Regional and National Levels j




Welcoming and Blessing Dance




PP21 Thailand Inaugural Session

Professor Dr. Sem Pringpuangkaew, a well respect senior citizen and former Minister of
Public Health, welcome the overseas participants to the PP21 gatherings at
ChuIanngkorn University, Bangkok in December 1992, 6 months after the bloodshed
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Open Space discdssion:
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MAKING THE PEOPLE VISIBLE MORE POWER TO THE PEOPLE
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_Participants from ﬂl over the region *
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international People Tribunal on Justice and Human Rights




Peoples Voice: A Participatory Democracy




People Participation at the Plenary
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Part of the Thematic Forum




7 N
Prof. Surichai WunGaeo, represented PP21 Committee and
Chulalongkorn University, the Co-host of the events
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Transborder Peoples Solidarity
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Making the People Visible
More power to the People

Najchadamnern Pledge




THE RAJCHADAMNOEN DECLARATION

10 December 1992, Bangkok, Thailand

et bnion lias
t'll"'_p and its
= and

FPR2listakneg placein Thailand in themidst of mamentous ghobal and national chanseswhich challenze the wery basis of ourn existence: The Sowi
collapse i The international capitalist system haslbiecome mare dominant, There is unprecedented glabal concentration of pawer with the Lnited
alliegin the aroup of T-exercising s -.|rt|.|al manopaly over politicalmstitutions. Economic resaurce |1||I~t‘-||- infarmation and ke I..|--|--g|-__-u pra

processes nstitutions suchas the IMF, the Wirls d'franl, GATT and the Asian Davela e nt Banl worlitogether to anfalce the dominance af p wltln':’rl ik :I
corparations i the name of thefres market totally irr sl to the basic needsand survival of themarginalised in saciety, The United Mations, particulacly the
Security Council, has become atool of Usforeien policy as demanstrated inthe Gulf War and insubsequent events
Ciurconfidlence isnat horn of naivete s Bur faikh in the just futbre-of humanity s notthe prodoct of some: atopian deeam. In the |ast threes yearssince Minamata, we
haveseern our strugates groveand develop Ssven months age, unarmed peaple Wared & bhatths against guns and tanls to sstablizh -I-—n“ra._ The peoplein this
caourtry be came visihle on the streetzaf the city and in the fowrmsinthe countryside. & they n.h.-.II-:r.g-:nI state po rthe pecple once again demanstrated the
veraf nan-violent papular strueglz. Through bload and tearsthey dis playedthairmaral courage and thair processthey reasserted theirinherentdiznity snd
recoveredthe podier that istheir aum
Furthizrmore, demacratic strugelss Were successfully waged in L29000 Bangladzsh and Mepal against autioritarianisn snd miltsry rule. This angcing protractzo
struezle of the Burmese people dgainst the military jLIHt'-l orie ---IItT'-r_ILI_TtI' & ani international stppart, In the Philippines, the |r-J-:-_t|--|| of the' BP=LIS Military Basss
Treaty cnSeptember L6, L1351 has remaveda malor threat to peacein the &siaPaciffc region, Each of these s dwitness to the avakening of e
corscialsnesssastie imaur hearts in pesponseto the injusticesand the insqualitiss of the existing crdsr Each strugete demonsteste s the ability of s
determine their awn desting
Thizis' proof ot oul canfidencein abr capacity toaftel the course of Ristary, which inturn strengthens that confldence, The significance of these strugele s within the
ArigrPacificrealty isthat they amphasize a profound comimitrsent o [if2 1 isacommmiment that hasgrest meaning since Asis isths eantinent thst hasaiven birth
toithe world's major spirtoal @and moral traditfon, At'theé same fime these strugele s also point oot the celevancs and senificancs tothe teaditions, culturss and
Fniesof the ndigsnous people of the Asig Paciffc region. Central T these tradition s5isa visian of hfs and the livinginspired by justices, [Gveanid camipassion
Harrie ssing what iz e ss= ftial inthem demands reinterpietation of the traditicn=
[tisthiz resinterpratation which hasaresonance inthe strupelez ofthe poorsnd the o be reassertEh e humane. R asserting our himanity maans
fdestro |r|;ﬂ|1’- Wnluststructire s gt family, commuriity, natlonal and internatianal levelswhich de=humariise usand hold usin ' bondase to wealth and power This
2 it Gl gurpaErt to creatd participstory demo Tracy 3 nuing devetopment it demands strengthening of grassrocts initistives and
Il-il'. 0 I.._ bailding alliances of people’s organisstions It demands transbarder linksges =t the 1 al and ||-1:-:|||:|t| fal levElsin stipport of people sstruesles to
Sreste s ecologicat _.:t-.lrml le rzquitalilz and g=hdsr-just sorizh

sfelef =t

eoncarted afHo

AllEnce Building is arierte dtiw ards i lonstern) geals orthie rF_I Alfiahce of H r-- [i@lrTa ]y 'I--I-ﬁl [ie
pawersol this unjust an-:l unzqual wisrld Building =sue |.| i iark towarde the e PRI of 3
nationsl regional and global levels. This alliance is based o -||t t_ racted in -.-_uItLlr-
and sectoral and o |;?1|||*.:=:|':||.|| conEErns; This -1-:-1"|'1ru.|' if s aktitude t |—-1r|| frim gach other f-rrll:_:l--.'- A I .:tl-ll'tl.-—ln I-- |-|-|t| ||’|'|| oAl I 1I||1||-
M e rmy i o cocieties) We ara challepged to e opento obhe and experiencesinour #fforts ta linlk nat just idess butpersons: to sup
copbritiuts 3 F||--. tI.-m Irs e et suppErt to L give e aning to Engusges and communication Bebusen peoples and to e apento Initisties and altermst
coming from:sh [evgls PRI s Hasad onthe initiztide an-ﬂ articipation of peaples and their arganizations, Thiz isthe #ssance of our alliance-kiilding wWihersin we
ENCOUIEgE snd-endarse the concrets agendaon which peaple’sactiohs'are hased.

s which will confrantand prevaEl ez the
-:-I' p-d-_'-|:-|-:'5 movements &t t|'|-t E_I -':-SSI'-:"JtS [z
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South Asian Initiative

February 1993




First Attempt
to hold PP21 in Colombo. Sri Lanka

Colombo Central bank bomb attack, which killed at least 91 people and injured 1,400 others. At

least 100 people lost their eyesight by this attack. This attack had the highest number of civilian
casualties and the greatest amount of explosive force deployed against a civilian target,

sion and the Bombin




PP21
in South Asia and
Convergence

in Kathmandu,
March 1996.



Long path to South Asia and Himalaya




Our vision projects a democratic and
participatory mode of governance
and functioning that goes far beyond

conventional representative
democracy.







SHAPING OUR FUTURE

Asia Pacific People's Convergence

People's Plan for the 21st Century

Report of the Third Convergence since Minamata
February-March 1996

in South Asia




June 1997 on the Eve of
the Hong Kong Turnover

Evaluation Meeting
Formation of the PP21 Council



Bangkok, June 2002:
Follow Up Meeting
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Newsletters
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November 2016, Bangkok:
A Relection Meeting

—

PEOPLE'S PLAN FOR 21 CENTURY
REFLECTION MEETING
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October 2020:
Renewing Our Commitment
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Stefan Gigace

[Andre frankovits

Sit Tsui (Jade) Nirmala Karunan




Parficipants (14)

4, Find & participant

g

aonthar T Vier awongse (Ms)
Jfictor Karuran (Host)

acfod forum on pp21 by

I

Vi

Sit Tsul (Jade)

8
vic IR
o
o
o
B
e
e




A :

n' i

Parallel Workshop during the World Social Forum 2021
23 - 31 January 2021

PEOPLE’S PLAN FOR THE 21° CENTURY (PP21)
RENEWING OUR PLEDGE
AND RE-BUILDING THE ALLIANCE OF HOPE

“(xlobal Peopley’ Agenda 2030~

January 26, 2021




dorw Workshop during World Social Forum 2021

PEOPLE’S PLAN FOR THE 215t CENTURY (PP21)
RENEWING OUR PLEDGE AND RE-BUILDING THEALLIANCE OF HOPE

“Global People’s Agenda 2030~

26 .Ianuary 2021

at 2.30pm (Mew Delhi ) [ :-::Zﬁr1tt|rr| 1r||1|1 ), 4 pm (Ban gk 1 opm (Hong Kong, Manils
G prm (To seoul), 8 lirl ey, 10 prm (A dam (GMTAITC), 4 am (e

_:::ul'
Muto Iichiyo  Surichai Sushil Victor Lau Kin Chi
Wun'Gaeo Pyakurel Karunan

Respondents Boonthan T, Verawongse

Khin Ohmar Nimalka Robert Reid Laddawan
ACFOD Fernando Tantivitayapitak

\J-:i Organizers:
ACFOD in cooperation with the Global University for Sustainability;
The Centre for Cultural Research and Development. Lingnan University

Registmtinnfarmhmar ps://lingnan.zoom.us/w register/WN_s3SMSMNF1S3WPbOY98mAJSg




Guest Speakers

Professor Dr. Muto Ichiyo
Professor Surichai WunGaeo
Sushil Pyakurel

Dr. Victor Karunan

Prof. Lau Kin Chi

Founding Member of PP21 - Japan

Director, Center for Peace and Conflict Study.
Chulalongkorn University — Thailand

PP21 - 1992 Thailand

Former Human Rights Advisor to the President of Nepal
PP21 - 1996 Nepal

Former Director, UNICEF Malaysiaand SG of PAX ROMANA;
PP21 - 1992 — Drafting Committee Member

Director, Centre for Cultural Research and Development of
Lingnan University: Global University for Sustainability

Respondents/ Discussants

Khin Ohmar
Nimalka Fernando

Robert Reid

Laddawan Tantivitayapitak

Burma Partnership; former student leader in Burma Democracy
Chairperson, International Movement Against Racial
Discrimination (IMADR) - Sri Lanka PP21 Initiative

Former Coordinator, Asia Pacific Workers Solidarity Link (APWSL)
New Zealand

Secretary General, Asian Cultural Forum on Development
Foundation;and Poll Watch Foundation - Thailand

PP21 - 1992 Thailand



Boonthan T. Verawongse Secretary General, Human Rights and
Development Foundation (HRDF);
Board Member, Asian Cultural Forum on

Development (ACFOD);
PP21-1992 Thailand



