
A Short Story of the Long Journey

From Minamata to Bangkok,
South Asia ,Colombo, Kathmandu, and the Global Community

Alliance of HopePeople`s Plan for the 21st Century



The People's Plan for the 21st Century (PP21)

was inaugurated in 1989. In August that year, a 
coalition of Japanese people's movements and 
action groups hosted the First PP21 program 

comprising of 19 international workshops, 
conferences, and festivals, most of them held in conferences, and festivals, most of them held in 
the midst of communities, where 360 activists 

from Asia, Pacific and other continents met with 
thousands of Japanese activists and adopted the 

Minamata Declaration.





Cry for Justice



The slogan at the beginning of the 
20th century was progress. 

The cry at the end of the 20th century The cry at the end of the 20th century 
is survival.

The call for the next century is hope. 













Voices of the Marginalized – Indigenous Peoples



















For Okinawa

PEACE !



Women Speak Out !



Workers
In Solidarity



Why Minamata ?                          

The Ugliest Face of Industrialization of the Era !





26 April 1986



1908

1950

June 12, 1932 onwards

Minamata
Disaster

1956

1963



Road to Development ?



Transborder Exchange
From Minamata
to Janakashaba

PP21 Main Events in Minamata



















Interviewing the victim of 
Minamata Disease



Plenary at PP21 Minamata





CARAVAN: A famous Pro-Democracy Musical Band from Thailand
joined the Cultural Festival in Minamata.



"Janakashaba," 

a word in the Minamata dialect, 
became familiar to all PP21 became familiar to all PP21 

participants. 

Janakashaba means 

"a world standing not like this".













PP21 Thailand 1992
Participatory Democracy

at International, Regional and National Levels



Welcoming  and Blessing Dance



PP21 Thailand Inaugural Session

Professor Dr. Sem Pringpuangkaew, a well respect senior citizen and former Minister of 
Public Health, welcome the overseas participants to the PP21 gatherings at 
Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok in December 1992, 6 months after the bloodshed 
Uprisings and Massacre on May 17-21, 1992 in Bangkok.



Peoples` Fair  at  PP21 Thailand 1992



Open Space discussion



Panel at the Plenary Session



Participants from all over the region



International People Tribunal on Justice and Human Rights



Peoples Voice: A Participatory Democracy



People Participation at the Plenary 



Part of the Thematic Forum



Prof.  Surichai WunGaeo, represented PP21 Committee and
Chulalongkorn University, the Co-host of the events















People in Solidarity







On Street Public Action



Transborder Peoples Solidarity





Alliance of Hope





Call for the 
Right to 
Maternity Leave 
is the Basic is the Basic 
Human Rights 
and Access to 
Social Welfare !



Making the People Visible
More power to the People

Rajchadamnern Pledge





South Asian Initiative
February 1993

An Open Discussion among
South Asian Civil Society on how to mobilize 

the movement in the sub region.



First Attempt
to hold PP21 in Colombo. Sri Lanka

But after a series of explosion  and the Bombing over the Central Bank 
of Colombo in in Sri Lanka just a few months before PP21 events, the 
Coordinating Committee collectively decided to relocate  the main 
forum venue to Kathmandu, Nepal instead. The people`s organizations 
and movement in Nepal kindly agreed to host the main event in 
Kathmandu despite the short notice in March 1996.

Colombo Central bank bomb attack, which killed at least 91 people and injured 1,400 others. At 
least 100 people lost their eyesight by this attack. This attack had the highest number of civilian 
casualties and the greatest amount of explosive force deployed against a civilian target,



PP21
in South Asia and 

Convergence Convergence 
in Kathmandu,
March 1996.



Long path to South Asia and Himalaya



Our vision projects a democratic and 
participatory mode of governance 

and functioning that goes far beyond and functioning that goes far beyond 
conventional representative 

democracy.







June 1997 on the Eve of
the Hong Kong Turnover

Evaluation MeetingEvaluation Meeting
Formation of the PP21 Council



Bangkok, June 2002:
Follow Up Meeting



Newsletters



November 2016, Bangkok: 
A Relection Meeting



October 2020:
Renewing Our Commitment





Parallel Workshop during the World Social Forum 2021
23 - 31 January 2021

PEOPLE’S PLAN FOR THE 21st CENTURY (PP21)
RENEWING OUR PLEDGERENEWING OUR PLEDGE

AND RE-BUILDING THE ALLIANCE OF HOPE 

“Global Peoples’ Agenda 2030”
January 26, 2021








