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Following James Yen’s and Liang Shuming’s spirit of rural regeneration, a new rural reconstruction movement emerged at the turn of the twenty-first century. Its background has been rural degradation while China’s export-led manufacturing industries and the demand for cheap labour are besieged with a world economy battered by financial crises. There has been a heated debate about the sannong wenti (three dimensions of the agrarian issue) in the academia and media. Against this background, some intellectuals, NGO workers and local villagers have worked together to explore ways of regenerating rural society, with some viewing it as part of their poverty alleviation work, and others seeing their commitment as providing another mode of modernisation, in the spirit of Liang and Yen, different from the mode of development of the Western urbanization. 
When Professor Wen Tiejun became Dean of School of Agricultural Economics and Rural Development, Renmin University of China, he founded the Centre of Rural Reconstruction on 16 July 2005. The Centre aims to promote social participation, ecological agriculture, sustainable livelihood and rural reconstruction movement. It works in 5 main areas: (1) Rural developmental experiments and peasant training programs; (2) Agro-ecology, community-supported agriculture, and ecological architecture; (3) Community colleges for peasant workers 
(4) Organizations and trainings for university students; (5) Traditional cultural diversity and local good governance.

The first initiative was the James Yen Rural Reconstruction Institute (2004–2007), which provided peasants with free training courses and mobilised university students to work for the villages. Apart from that, Green Ground Eco-Center was founded in 2006, promoting ecological farming and rural–urban cooperation. Little Donkey Farm was established in 2008, with an area of 230 mu (about 15.3 hectares) and situated in the suburbs of Beijing. It promotes community-supported agriculture and facilitates rural–urban interactions. The Liang Shuming Rural Reconstruction Centre was set up in 2004, to provide university students with training programmes for working in the countryside.

LITTLE DONKEY FARM
Little Donkey Farm was established in April 2008 comprising 230 mu and situated in Beijing’s Haidian District. Little Donkey Farm is a collaborative effort between Beijing’s Haidian District’s Agriculture and Forestry Ministry, Renmin University’s School of Agricultural Economics and Rural Reconstruction Department. Little Donkey Farm’s mission is to include agriculture in the tertiary industry of culture and heritage through mobilizing not just farmers, but citizens, NGOs, and governments to join the sustainable agricultural movement. Little Donkey Farm also seeks to use international experience to build “civic agriculture and cooperative sustainable agriculture.” Little Donkey Farm boasts a core research base, connecting rural and urban areas through affiliation with Green Ground Eco-Tech Centre (Beijing), founded in 2003. Green Ground Eco-Tech Centre has extensive experiences in urban and rural ecological agriculture. These innovative and integrated explorations continue today.
Three years later, Little Donkey Farm continues this ecological tradition through an ecological planting pattern and establishment of CSA (Community Supported Agriculture). This citizen’s farm management model has met with support from Beijing residents, totaling approximately 700 members. Through Little Donkey Farm’s CSA model and ecological agriculture practices, the Farm adheres to the concept of sustainable living. Thus far, the Farm’s successes have been reported in news agencies both at home and abroad, including Xinhua News Agency, CCTV, People’s Daily, Beijing TV and over 120 media outlets.
Ecological agriculture is a pressing concern worldwide and is causing people across the globe to increase their awareness on issues surrounding food importance and sustainable livelihoods. Little Donkey Farm has promoted Community-Supported Agriculture (cooperatives, individuals, families, enterprises) for the last 13 years. Now there are over 500 CSA farms, about 100,000 members, over 3,500 hectares of toxic-free farmland, 25 thousand tons less of using chemical fertilizers, 300,000 litres less of chemical pesticides, over 12 million m3 of management of animal waste and straws. Every year more than 50 CSAs are newly established 50 and the annual increase rate is 10%. 
Little Donkey Farm has facilitated exchanges between rural producers and urban consumers. Through organizing over 1,000 organic food markets to promote community consumption and fair trade, over 1 million consumers in Beijing, Shanghai, Xiamen, Chengdu, Kunming, and Shenzhen, support organic agriculture and sustainable livelihood, and ideas on organic and ecological lifestyle are disseminated among 3 million consumers. 

Little Donkey Farm has mobilized rural reconstruction networks to join Participatory Guarantee System (PGS). Most CSA farms in China have already joined PGS and more than half of them could meet its requirements. Professor Wen advocates new modes of organic food certification with diversity of farm products, together with characteristics of social engagement. 

The central government is gradually recognizing the importance of defending peasant rights, village sustainability, and agricultural security. Recently, rural revitalization has become the utmost important policy among all important tasks of national development strategy. For the last 20 years, the central government has invested a lot on basic infrastructures and welfare system of rural areas which has narrowed down the gap between the city and the countryside. Over 95% of administrative villages (including in mountains, plateaus, and deserts) have electricity, roads, telephones, internet, and tap water; over 95% of rural families enjoy basic social security, free education, and cooperative medical services. Many peasants refuse to become city folk if asked to give up their rural household registration. 

For the last 20 years, the new rural reconstruction movement has attracted different sectors of society. Roughly speaking, experiments of organic agricultural cooperatives and peasant economic activities, combined with eco-tourism, education and cultural programs, have obtained billions of RMB from the government and enterprises. Approximately, the CSA movement has generated a total of income of RMB 500 million, with annual increase rate of 10%; organic food markets, community consumption, and fair trades generate RMB 15 million; the implementation of internet mode can generate about RMB 100 million. Moreover, rural mutual-aid finance projects can generate a total of RMB 150 million.
 
Little Donkey Farm has also advocated ecological architecture and protection of old villages, recycling materials, Loving Home Village campaigns, rural-urban cultural exchanges, and peasant workers’ education programs which have attracted government purchase services and different sources of funding, with a total of over RMB 100 million. These activities help peasants, peasant workers, and consumers save money of about RMB 100 million. 

The development of eco-agriculture and ecologically constructed communities provide valuable starting points of reference for grappling with these issues. Currently, Little Donkey Farm utilizes organic production and marketing techniques through research and development to support ongoing environmental protection. The farm also acts as a place for community involvement through visits or public land rentals, ecological agriculture demonstrations, training and education, technology research and development, as well as theoretical research and policy advocacy to continue the exploration of rural and urban China’s road to sustainable development.


LIANG SHUMING RURAL RECONSTRUCTION CENTER （LRRC）
Established in 2004, Liang Shuming Rural Reconstruction Centre is a social network of university student associations, peasant cooperatives and youth groups. LRRC is an affiliate of the Rural Reconstruction Centre under Renmin University of China. It was originally recognized as the Rural Research Division of the China Reform Magazine established by the Economic Reform Commission of the State Council of China.
Based on Liang Shuming and other pioneers’ rural reconstruction theory, LRRC adopts new innovative approaches such as pilot experiments on agroecology, action research on sustainable livelihood, and alternative educational programs for university students, in order to promote peasant cooperatives, facilitate mutual support between the city and the countryside, and explore progressive pedagogy.
In the past twenty years, LRRC has engaged into social and cultural transformation set up more than 70 new rural construction experiment sites all over China. It has established partnerships with over 200 university student associations, in which thousands of university students have voluntarily participated in agricultural research and activities covering 27 provinces in China. In 2006, LRRC set up Ground Green Alliance which is composed of peasant cooperatives from Shanxi, Shandong, Hebei, Henan and Hubei. It aims to promote peasant cooperatives, sustainable agriculture, and fair trade. In 2008, the New Youth’s Green Commune was founded. It is a platform for the youth to learn from rural communities and explore the possibilities of sustainable livelihood in rural areas.
LRRC has helped register over 100 organizations (NGOs, enterprises and cooperatives) that have led to development of hundreds of organizations. They become the pillars of rural-urban community development, provide services for grassroots people, help marginal groups to self-organize, and support women and the elderly to be empowered. 

LRRC has organized a lot of youth training programs for sustainable development. The Centre has already organized the 20th youth program for rural reconstruction, over 150 seminars and workshops, and conferences on cooperatives, farm management, development theories, and social and agricultural movements. The number of university student associations supporting the countryside are in hundreds. Over 20 thousand young people have received training. Over 100 academics and intellectuals have received grants to conduct research on experiments of rural reconstruction and produced hundreds of articles and dozens of books. 

These different experiments initiated by Little Donkey Farm and LRRC are based on the following perspective: with the advent of capitalist modernisation and developmentalism, raw money power has caused the gradual deterioration of rural society and communal relations. The solution usually adopted by the government or village committee is one that revolves around the increase of money investment. Hence, cash investment and profit-sharing are typical measures. But human relations to the land and the community, largely damaged by modernisation, are yet to be addressed. In other words, the ultimate concern must be how to rebuild one’s ties to nature and to others. 

Peasant agriculture is an important way of repairing human relations to Mother Earth. Currently, the food system of the world is mainly controlled by the capitalist transnational agro-companies, which make huge profits through mechanised and chemical monoculture. Countering this trend, peasant agriculture and small peasantry practising organic farming and having local knowledge should be protected and promoted. In this way, organic food products can be one of the foundations of rural–urban solidarity. At the same time, communal capacity should be activated in terms of the utilisation of common resources and participation in the problem-solving process. This requires cooperation between grassroots people and intellectuals.

The feeling of solidarity that arises from participation in collective activities rooted in daily practices can be life transforming, embodying Marx’s conception of revolutionary practice as a conjuncture of social change and self-change. By devoting labour to social redistribution rather than capitalist accumulation, peasants take pleasure in helping others as they gain others’ respect for their contributions. Working for others through socialised labour may mistakenly be regarded as a residual practice in a rural society, but it can be seen as radical practice in the face of the forces of globalisation and the hegemonic mentality of individualism and entrepreneurship. Building a culture of collectivity through daily practices of voluntary labour and redistribution of profits is a profound mode of being that counters the violence of capitalist economic endeavours.
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